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tial Importance in the physical manifestations and
the invariable inconsequence and silliness of the
intellectual results, I withdrew entirely from circles
in which mediums took part or in which physical
phenomena were sought f or, and limited my inves-
tigations to the cases In which the good faith of
aU the company was unquestionable, and the investi-
gation conducted in privacy and sincerity. Here, of
course, there was still great uncertainty, and often
the most curious triviality and low intelligence,
but we were able to check the possible tendency
to the simulation of the supra-normal activity.
And even so the character of the " manifestation "
was generally so trivial and opposed to all precon-
ceived ideas of spiritual intelligence as to justify
the conclusion that the departed had left their
wits behind them, so that even in those " circles"
which included only personal friends and individ-
uals of unquestionable sincerity the results rarely
had any intellectual importance. And I came to
the conclusion that that form of the phenomena
which alone gave any intellectual result, i. e. which
manifested ideas in any way transcending the com-
monplace capacities of commonplace minds, had
nothing in common with the physical manifestations,
but seemed rather to consist in an exaltation of the
intellectual powers of the subject, so that the evi-
dence of any supra-normal power was rather moral
than scientific, and had value only according to the
relation between the subject and the hearer, and
therefore no determinable value to physical science. regular spiritisticit at anyhed to devote myself.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